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... if only my teacher of the bible was better at explaining things.  

Mark 9:30-31 ... focussed time teaching his disciples. 

 

My death and resurrection 

... BUT the disciples simply do not understand what he is saying and they are too 

afraid to ask.  

... they will not be the last people to misunderstand Jesus and what it means for the 

disciples of Jesus to follow him.  

Do we have a biblical understanding of the Messiah who came to rescue people from 

their sins?  

What do you expect from following Jesus?  

What do you speak about?  

What do you tell people about Jesus?  

How seriously do we take Jesus words?  

Do we expect Jesus simply to make our lives more comfortable and free from 

sickness. 

 Mark 10:45... “For even the Son of man did not come to be served but to serve and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

The big fail (v 33) 

Mark 8:34 Jesus has clearly told them what discipleship looks like...  

So, he teaches them about greatness in his kingdom.  

... two examples of how we distort Jesus words for ourselves. 

False humility is something we all can easily adopt. 

Do we pursue greatness like Jesus wants? 

 

Not just about you (v 38)  

... their passion to get rid of false imposters.  

... AND HE was not one of us.  

Jesus tells them not to stop people driving out demons in Jesus’ name.  

= the power and authority of Jesus that comes from Jesus. 

... v40, those who do not stand against Jesus are for Jesus. 

Even if you hand out a glass of water in Jesus’ name ...  

We often rate things we do for Jesus...  

... not even a glass of water is distributed in Jesus’ name without Jesus knowing 

about it. 

The seriousness of sin (v 42)  

v 42-47 ... using hyperbole.  

... if I plucked out my eye ... the problem of my sin does not evaporate.  

... in saying this Jesus does expose the seriousness of sin and the problem of the 

human heart.  

Often, we struggle with sin in our life because we do not flee it but keep it close to be 

able to indulge in. 
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... Jesus uses the language of this rubbish dump to make a point about God’s real 

judgement of human sin. 

 

Another attempt to trap Jesus  

... in the region ruled by Herod Antipas... 

See Mark 6 

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”. 

v 3, “What did Moses command you?”  

Deut 24:1, “If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds 

something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends 

her from his house? 

... a hotly debated verse 

One group - “something indecent” = ANYTHING the husband did not like.  

Other group – “something indecent” = adultery 

 

Jesus exposes the real problem we all face in life = the hard hearts and sin of 

humans.  

It is only because of sin that divorce was allowed in Deut 24:1. 

... hard hearts and sin in humans is not just a problem in our marriages.  

To the disciples ... divorce for any reason (other than adultery), results in adultery. 

...what we do today with the topic of divorce and remarriage and what does the whole 

of the bible says in this topic I need to say it is a big topic 

See sermons on our website 

... what do we do with this teaching on divorce today?  

Jesus upholds right teaching from the bible  

... when teaching the disciples Jesus still uphold the strong, God intended, purpose 

for marriage and does not give us any reason to end it for any reason.  

One more point 

... open and honestly the disciples record their misunderstanding of Jesus.  

... not something they have made up. 

 

My one thing  


