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Who has the real power? 

... Mark 6 the disciples had real power. 

... the disciples had hard hearts  

... a declaration from heaven “This is my son whom I love... listen to him” 

 

From success to failure 

 

Your disciples 

... in v 17 a man speaks up 

... disciples could NOT.  

Jesus’ power 

... the failure of their belief in Jesus. 

... the conversation indicates he is a lot older  

.. v 22 he asks if Jesus has the power to help.  

= the same word we get the word dynamite from 

...  how the power of the demonic spirit affects his son.  

... v 23 Jesus says he has the power to help if the man believes. 

Does Jesus have the power to heal his son?  

... v 25, Jesus demonstrates his power  

... but in v 26 it looks like the spirit has won.  

Does Jesus have the power to overcome this? 

 

What is the disciples problem? 

v 28 ... asking why they did not have the power to drive the spirit out. 

... you only have the power to do this by prayer.  

Prayer = 100% dependence on God to act.  

Jesus is the one with the power  

... they needed to trust in Jesus by praying to him and depending on him.  

Mark 6:7 Jesus gave the disciples HIS authority  

Mark 9 they had tried to drive the spirit out simply by themselves  

For us today? 

1) Not simply a problem with epilepsy. 

Mark 1:34 ... Jesus heals some with diseases and some with demons.  
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Mark 6:13 ... distinction between healing those who are demonic and healing various 

illnesses.  

Mark 1:29, Mark 1:40, Mark 2:1-3, Mark 3:1,  

... know the difference between the demonic and someone who is simply sick.  

2) Passage is easy to misunderstand and quote out of context 

... v23. “Everything is possible for the one who believes”.  

... you simply need to have more faith like the father and God will grant you your 

heart’s desire.  

3) Put faith in Jesus, he has the power 

... be people who trusted in Jesus power and who prayed  

Whose power do we trust in as we follow Jesus as his disciples?  

Mark 8:34 “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 

forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me 

and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

Mark 9:2-13, “This is my son whom I love, listen to him” 

Who you put your trust in matters. 

... when it comes to our salvation.  

... who we trust when it comes to our following Jesus and our serving of Jesus  

2 Cor 10:17 “let him who boasts, boast in the Lord” 

Does your prayer life reflect your complete dependence on the power of Jesus to 

work through you for his glory. 

This passage is not saying that our prayerful dependence on Jesus will always result 

in the healing we asked for or even give us a positive answer to whatever we ask.  

2 Cor 12:8-10. “Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave 

me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

My one thing 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%208%3A34-39&version=ESVUK#fen-ESVUK-24531a

