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Michael Hart, in his book, The 100: A ranking of the most influential persons in
history,
... ‘the most influential people’.

#3 most influential person in history is Jesus Christ.

“that from his observation Christians do not widely follow, believe or take heed of
their Lord and Master Jesus Christ”.

verse 48, be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect”

= summary of all Jesus has said so far.

perfect = reach your goal of maturity
note:
- verb relating to us is in the future tense
- verb relating to our heavenly father is in present tense.

verse 43,“You have heard it said — love your neighbour and hate your enemies”.

... in an effort to find a way around the teaching of God’s word the Pharisees had
added their own interpretation to their understanding of the command.
... distorted, twisted and added to God’s law.

Ex 12:49, “The same law applies to the native-born and to the alien living among
you.”,

Ex 23:4-5, “‘If you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, be sure
to take it back to him. If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down
under its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help him with it”.

Proverbs 25:21, “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give
him water to drink”.

“Love your enemies and PRAY for those who persecute you”
. it calls on us to love the one who hit us and pray for him or her.
Do you heed them, or look for a way around them?
James 1:22, “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves do what
it says”.

Loving our enemies

They put this command into practice in a way that is very confronting and very
costly.

Bonhoeffer.

“It is the love of Jesus Christ himself, who went patiently and obediently to the
cross ... the cross is the differential of the Christian religion”.

“This command which calls on us to love our enemies and forgo revenge will grow
even more urgent in the holy struggle that lies before us”.

“it will be the prayer of earnest love for these very sons of perdition who stands
around and gaze at us with eyes aflame with hatred, who have perhaps already raised
their hands to kill us”

19/7/2026



Matthew 5:43-48 — Love your enemies
... the command of Jesus places no restrictions.

How do we express our love ?

... show love by avoiding them, making sure they have nothing to do with them.
= NOT love

... by praying for them.

... if we put this into practice people will be falling over each other to find out more
about Jesus.

“These are surely among the most remarkable and original ethical ideas ever
presented. If they were widely followed | would have had no hesitation in placing Jesus
first in this book. But the truth is they are not widely followed. Indeed, they are not even
generally accepted. Most Christians consider the injunction to love your enemy as at the
most and ideal which might be realised in some perfect world, but one which is not a
reasonable guide to conduct in the actual world we live in. We do not normally practise
love for our enemies, we do not normally expect others to practice it, we do not teach our
children to practice it. Jesus most distinctive teaching therefore remains an intriguing
but basically untried suggestion”

Who are your enemies?

My one thing
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