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15 - Numbers 32 – Disunity 

Good or Bad? 

... seen people make really bad decisions but then dress them up in spiritual terms.  

... a clear rejection of God. 

So far 

... God’s people are still camped on the plains of Moab.  

God’s people of this second generation seem to have really grasped what it means to 

trust and obey God. 

A terrible decision 

... ask NOT to cross the Jordan but rather to stay where they are and settle in the 

land  

Moses gives them both barrels from v 6 to verse 15.  

v 14 ... a “brood of sinners”. 

... a clear rejection of God’s promises that stems from their sinful hearts 

But does God agree with Moses’ assessment and condemnation?  

A Second offer 

... If they go and fight for the land God is giving the rest of his people but then come 

back and settle in the “better land” they want ... is that OK? 

v 20-22, Moses makes an agreement  

v 23 a warning is given.  

... how it is eventually divided up.  

Why it is still bad? 

1) ... they have no value in God’s promises.  

Zelophehad’s 5 daughters and the obedient half tribe of Manasseh go out of their 

way to ensure they receive land God promised... but these 2 ½ tribes defiantly reject it. 

2) ... it shows a lack of trust in God to give them good and to bless them. 

3) ... it shows a lack of trust in God’s ability and willingness to be fair.  

- Numbers 26:54-55 ...  allot land based on the number of people in each tribe and 

according to lots drawn 

4) ... It also shows the wrong focus in decision making. 

= disobedience given a spiritual spin to make it sound good. 

When the rubber hits the road 

Joshua 4:13 ... 40 000 of them crossed first over the Jordan 
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Joshua 22:2 ... Joshua released them from their vow as being fulfilled.  

1 Chronicles 5:25-26 ...  later generations failure to follow God and they are the first 

to be carried off in Assyrian exile 

For us today 

1) Trusting God’s promises 

... try to rewrite God’s promises to suit our own preferences or do we simply trust 

them as God gives them to us. 

 

2) Pursue prosperity or trust 

... we can fall into a trap of pursuing prosperity rather than obedience to God. 

3) Dressed up disobedience 

... easy it is the dress up your disobedience to God with great acts of “generosity”.  

 

How do we pursue a greater trust in God and not be deceived by our sinful desires?  

4) Pursuing greater trust 

Hebrews 10:19-25 - 19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 

Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 

near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And 

let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

My one thing 

 

Pray 


