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A difficult passage (again) 

 

Why? 

Firstly, v 1... God’s vengeance upon them.  

- Numbers 25:17 

- Gen 15:16, “In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin 

of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”. 

 

Secondly, why did they meet moses and Eleazar outside the camp?  

- Numbers 19 

Thirdly, why did God command that the women be put to death?  

- judgement on the Midianite women.  

- Heb 10:31, “it is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” 

Fourthly, why did the boys get put to death as well?  

- grown up to seek revenge or to continue to detestable practices 

Fifthly, why save some girls 

... v 18 

 

Dividing the plunder – v 25-47 

... God’s people follow God’s instruction completely 

A land filled with God’s gracious provision. 

God is worshipped 

v 48 ... not one soldier was missing.  

They respond with worship  

 

For us today 

1) Be humble 

... we need to trust God’s character and judgement. 

2) Sin is serious 
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As God brings his swift and sure judgement on the Midianites you can be 100% sure 

that it is both right and just. 

One day God has appointed a time when he will judge all people for all eternity.  

... put to death the sin that is among us. 

... flee sin in our own lives, 

... understand the depth of God’s love 

... tell people about the salvation Jesus offers 

3) Response to victory won 

... their response to God is praise and worship. 

Do we have a heart overflowing with thankfulness? 

4) A new covenant 

... take the gospel to all the nations.  

... remove all false worship of God from among us as his people 

... love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. 

Romans 12:17-21, “17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the 

eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do 

not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to 

avenge; I will repay,] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 

thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ 21 Do 

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good 

Romans 13:1-6, “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 

by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for 

those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 

authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 

reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 

punishment but also as a matter of conscience” 

My one thing 


