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12 – Numbers 25:1-18 – Seduction 

Both blessed ... and seduced. 

 

Baalam’s final act 

... Numbers 24:25 ... he had to head home without succeeding.  

... but he did tell the Moabite people how to destroy God’s people themselves.  

Numbers 31:15-16, He (God) asked them, “Why did you let the women live? 16 They were 

the ones who followed Balaam’s advice. They turned the Israelites from the Lord at Peor. 

Baalam ... could turn the hearts of God’s people against him and cause them to 

worship other gods.  

... will their rejection of God cause God to reject them and no longer bless them? 

“Join us in worship” 

... Moabite women invited the Israelite men to join them in the worship of their god ... 

Baal.  

v 3 “God’s anger burned against this people”. 

... on the boarder of the ‘land of blessing’ that God promised his people, and once 

again they fall into great sin against God. 

God’s severe judgment 

v 5 ... those who have yoked themselves to the worship of Baal must be put to death. 

... open defiant disobedience. 

Phinehas ... kills them both as they lie together having sex.  

24 000 have died. 

God still blesses his people 

... Numbers 31:8 Baalam will face God’s judgment directly himself 

... people weeping before God 

Phinehas acts decisively against sin and acting for the honour of YHWH.  

... God’s blessing pronounced on Phinehas 

Moabite = Midianites.  

A hard lesson 

Psalm 106:24-31 Then they refused to go into the beautiful land of Canaan. They did not 

believe what God promised. 25 They grumbled in their tents and did not obey the Lord. 26 So he 

swore to them that they would die in the desert. 27 He said their children would be killed by other 

nations and that they would be scattered among other countries.28 They joined in worshiping Baal 
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at Peor. They ate meat that had been sacrificed to lifeless statues. 29 They made the Lord angry by 

what they did. So many people became sick with a terrible disease. 
30 But Phinehas prayed to the Lord, and the disease stopped. 31 The Lord will remember that 

Phinehas did what was right. And God will remember this from now on. 

... a strong warning of the dangers of sin for his people.  

For us today 

1) Strong Warning 

... the seriousness of us setting our hearts on evil  

... the unbelieving and complained, resentful heart made God’s people open to 

embracing sin...  

1 Cor 6:18 ... flee sexual immorality. 

How are you protecting your heart from sexual immorality? 

 

1 Cor 10:14... “flee idolatry” 

... idolatry includes greed  

Are you fleeing idolatry... are you fleeing greed ? 

2) Standing firm 

...  stand firm against sin  

... he does not tempt us beyond what we can bear and he always provided a way out 

when we are tempted.  

- flee sin 

- God can use people and course to help us flee sin. 

- See Gal 6:1 

- Prayer  

- God’s Spirit 

- God’s word  

How are you pursuing the need to stand firm in godly obedience 

... and when you fail are you repenting  

... when caught in sin we are to restore each other gently. 

Is your heart set on evil desires?  

Have you fallen?  

Are you caught in sin and need help standing firm?  

 

My one thing 


