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Welcome to the bible 

How well do you know the bible?  

“God’s big picture” by Vaughan Roberts 

"Gospel and Kingdom” by Graeme Goldsworthy 

… the bible. 

More than a collection of books 

Pictures of facts 

66, 39 OT, 27 NT.  

Kings, Shepherds, Farmers, Public servants, prophets, fishermen, tax collectors and many 

other people.  

1400 years. 

Songs, poetry, historical narrative, parables, gospels, letters, genealogies, prophetic 

writings, apocalyptic writing and wisdom literature.  

times of war and in times of peace,  

great grief that is either personal; grief or national grief 

times of great joy… personal joy and celebration or national joy and celebration. 

God’s word 

…the big story of what God is doing  

Kingdom of God =  “God’s people … in God’s place … under God’s rule and 

blessing”.  

The Pattern of God’s Kingdom 

1) God is creator 

Father, Son and Spirit are all involved in the creation of everything.  

Colossions 1:16 … being made by Jesus and through Jesus and for Jesus. 

Revelation 4:11, “You are worthy our Lord and God to receive glory and honour and 

power for you created all things and by your will they were created and have their being” 

2) God is rightful King. 

 

3) We are the pinnacle of creation 

Genesis 1 & 2 … both men and women are the pinnacle of all of God’s creation.  

Gen 1:27 … both men and women in his image.  
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Gen 1:28 … appointed by God the king of the kingdom to rule over God’s good 

creation. 

…like stewards 

4) Rest is the goal of creation 

Genesis 2:2 … as God finished the work of creation he rested from all his work. 

=  enjoyment of the blessing of God’s good and perfect creation. 

 

The Pattern of God’s kingdom is … (show diagram) 

God’s people – Adam and Eve 

God’s place= Eden 

God’s rule = God speaking to them in perfect relationships 

 

For us today 

1) The story in Context 

… it helps us understand the bible meaning and story in the right context BEFORE 

we apply it to us today. 

 

2) Understanding God as King 

… God as rightful king over all his creation.  

God rules his perfect kingdom through his word 

… leads to us worshipping him as creator king.  

- Psalm 95 … worship God our maker. 

 

3) Understanding Humanity 

God’s kingdom purposes affirms that men and women have been created equal. 

… humanity is not just another animal.  

… We have been made in God’s image.  

 

4) More than just the cross 

… God’s goal for creation is Rest. 

My one thing (picture of Figure 42 – column 1 -2) 


