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Is Numbers boring? 

 

Not just a book of Numbers 

… gets its name from the two census’ taken.  

Hebrew bible = “in the wilderness” & “and God said”.  

 “shows God’s grace in patiently sustaining his grumbling people in the wilderness 

and bringing them to the border of the promised land, not because of them but in spite of 

them” (Dane Ortlund) 

The big story of the bible 

Creation 

Fall 

Judgement  

Grace offered 

Wickedness grows  

Babel 

Abraham 

Isaac /Jacob / Joseph 

Egypt 

Exodus 

Arrived at Mount Sinai 

 

- not written in chronological order  

- Numbers 1:1 – they have been at Mt Sinai about 10 months 

The first census 

… God is 100% faithful to his covenant promises. 

… the next part of the journey will require them to be ready to fight. 

 

Chapter 2… centred on the presence of God among them. 

… Levites and priests are to act as a buffer encamped around the tent of meeting to 

guard it from anyone else approaching it. 
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Ex 40:34 … God’s presence descended on the tent of meeting and remained over it 

as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

Sinful people cannot simply approach a holy, sinless God as they feel like it. 

Chapter 3 & 4. 

… how is this tent of meeting going to move with them? 

 

For us today 

1) God is Holy 

What do we think about the holiness of God and our ability to approach him? 

 

2) God centred 

God called his people to be centred upon him. 

  

3) All called to serve God 

 

My one thing - In what way has the book of Numbers spoken to me so far? 


