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… so that readers can know the certainty of who Jesus is and what he has done.  

Luke 2:1 … precise details of when it was that Jesus was born.  

A problem  

… Quirinius was governor in Syria and he carried out a census in 6AD.  

See Acts 5:37 

… Quirinius was not governor when Jesus was born. 

A few observations 

- First of all we do not know all the details of Luke’s account 

- Secondly, in this passage Luke uses a different word to describe Quirinius’ position 

to what might be expected.  

- Thirdly - We know from an inscription in Antioch that Quirinius was a senior military 

figure in Syria at this time and it is highly probably he was overseeing this census  

- Finally, possible that the census took a number of years to complete.. from 9BC till 

6AD.  

 

A substandard birth for a king 

… Mary making her own way to a manger.  

… She wraps Jesus up in rags and puts him in a feed trough.  

… the whole event is described in just a few verses. 

… Shepherds were hardly the sort of people who would be the ‘first invited’ to meet the 

Messiah, the Son of God. 

 

… a large company of heavenly host appeared praising God 

 

God wants us to follow Jesus for who he is and for what he has done  

The Angels message 

 “good news of great joy for all people” 

“today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the 

Lord”. 

 

So how did they react? 

The shepherd … 

1) They went along to check out if what the angels said was true.  

2) They saw.  
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3) They told others.  

4) They glorified and praised God 

Mary … 

1) Treasured these things up and pondered them in her heart.  

2) Treats her Messianic Son of God in the same way any other follower of God is 

treated 

For us today 

1) Good news for all 

 

Do you have this global perspective for gospel mission? 

 

2) Tell others about Jesus 

 

3) Glorifying and praising God 

… God directed thanks  

… God directed praise  

… God focussed trust.  

 

How often do we glorify and praise God? 


