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Are you ready for a break? 

 

 

Other matters? 

… ‘matters that they had asked Timothy to raise with Paul’?  

… ‘other matters that arise from their misunderstanding of when the day of the Lord has 

arrived?’  

… things that you need to know as God’s people. 

 

1) Gospel spread 

… pray that the word of God ‘spreads rapidly and is honoured’. 

… pray that God will strengthen them and protect them from the evil one.  

 

2) Idleness or disorderly? 

“warning against idleness”… an unhelpful translation.  

= disruptive and disorderly and causing a burden  

V 11 -  busy concerning themselves with is other people’s business 

 

Note  

- It is not that they are unable to work or find work but unwilling to work, that is they 

refuse to work when they can work.  

BUT “Never tire of doing good” (verse 13) 

 

How to discipline the person who does not obey this instruction  (v 14) 

 

Conclusion of the letter 

 

 

For us today 

1) Gospel spread and gospel honour 

What sort of focus does your own life have on honouring the word of God? 
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…. expect opposition and ask that God will strengthen you in the face of opposition so 

that you love others as you persevere in trusting Jesus.  

 

2) The disorderly, disruptive person who refuses to work 

… be people who do work  

First … working well if we are able and not being a burden on our society expecting 

them to feed us. 

Secondly … not simply assume the welfare system replaces our need to care for others 

in this sort of way. 

Thirdly … How does a church discipline the person who is able to work but who refuses 

to work and expects the church to carry them?  

 

… a word in there for the whole church 

 

So where to from here? 


